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QUESTIONS

CONCERT PIANIST, SOUND SCULPTRESS

ROSE PFAFF

Corning glass, Brazilian rosewood and thick wall brass — for Rose Pfaff, a com-
poser and musician, these are the components for making music. Pfaff is a pio-
neer of sound sculpture, a type of performance art in which she explores music
and sound via an 11-foot-tall construct of her own design. And she is an accom-
plished vocalist and pianist. Last fall, Pfaff collaborated with local author Pamela
King Cable to create “Piano Music for “Southem Fried Women,” ” a program that
combined a live reading of King Cable's book with gospel music and piano.

AOHLY BARTELS MEWS & RECCED

Rose Pfaff plays on a mock-up of one of her sound sculptures in her
Greemsborn studio,

How did you get involed
1 with the "Southern Fried
Women™ project?

I gol a call [ram Pamela King
Cabde's publicist, who had heard
about me from the Women's
Professional Forum. She asked
me, If they were 1o send me a
publicity packet and an auto-
graphved copy of the book, would
| look at it and consider working
o the project? | sabd | woukd.

Well, | read the book on a
Saturday afternoon and Hierally
ot it dovwen afterward, went over
1o my grand plano inomy stedio
and composed the music in an
hour and a half.

Could you describe the
process of compasing miu-
sic for a literary work?

Wl it all depernds onowhat
the literry work i, For instande,
if it foe oy, the Ifn."ng{' o
wiian instoarmenis woud be
playvedd comes from the actual
I:ihl_'r..ir'_,.' wirk iksedl.

How did vou begin your
woork in the field of sound
sculpture?

A near-death experence in
the summer of 71 at the Alhany
miedical hospital in Albamy, MUY,

I was taken out of my body
and inte the cosmaes, and 1 looked
dowwn and 1 could see the Earth.
- | was baptized in the cosmos,

The Lord broasght me dowmn aftes
| had seen what he wanted me
to see, and he brought me hack
din 1o Eanth, There was a thny
white light there, and the Lond
sabd, “That's you” calling me
Fose.

It came to me then that if [
was gekng to poin the white light,
I was poing to have to foln bn the
singing, so | started singing what
the angels were singing.

That'’s when | carme out of my
coma — singing. | was looking
up at my hushand, and he said,
“Are vou singing™ And | sakd,
“Fes, and | have been rebom,
and | am well.”

When 1 got back home, |
startid taking walks, and 1 found
miyself walking nto a Bandware
store whers | bought some hand
wisl sl Sorme shest mctal,

YWhat's the most bizame
material or item that you
have used to make muskc?
Lailboak |'l|,.||!-|,':,-?..

What Is the best compli-
ment that you hawve
received for your work?

In 1930, when the Wodks of
Art Comamittes of the Mathonal
buseum of Women in the Ams
created a file for me based on my
wirk bn sound soulpiune.

Contact Joe Sooft of

T



